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2 CHRON. xv. 2. 


The Lord is with you, while ye be with Him: 
and if ye ſeek him, be will be found of 
you: but if ye forſake Din, He will _ 
fake you, 


HESE Words are the Beginning of a 
ſerious Admonition, given by the Di- 


rection of Heaven to the Nation of the 

Fewos, as they returned from obtaining, 
under the Conduct of Aſa their King, one of the 
greateſt Victories recorded in Scripture, 'Their 
Condition after This, might have appeared to hu- 
mane Policy a very ſecure one; But the Divine 
Wiſdom ſaw the greateſt of all Dangers impending 
over them, that which proceeds from forgetting 
God and abandoning Virtue. And the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon Azariah the fon of Oded, and he 
went out to meet Aſa, and ſaid unto him, Hear me, 
Aſa, and all Fudah and Benjamin: The Lord is 
with you, while ye be with Him; and if ye ſeek Him, 
He will be found of you ; but if ye forſake Him, He 
will forſake you. Now theſe great Truths, of 
which Heaven thought it needful to remind them, 
at the Concluſion of a proſperous War, it muſt be 
very much 1 more needful that we ſhould attend to, 
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who ſeem to be only at the Beginning of a doubtful 
one. And accordingly we are met here, by the 
Command of Authority, to conſider our Ways, 


and humble ourſelves before God for our Sins, as 


the neceſſary Means for deriving a Bleſſing on our 
Arms, and reſtoring and perpetuating Peace and 
Proſperity to our Country. 

It is a melancholy Conſideration, that Creatures 


endued with Reaſon and Humanity ſhould. ever 


come to employ Force againſt one another, and 
make the dreadful Addition of the Miſeries of 


War to the many unavoidable Sufferings of Life, 


But wicked as this is, when Paſſion and Reſent- 
ment, Deſire of unjuſt Gain, or Fondneſs of infa- 
mous Glory prompts to it; yet when Injuries of 
pernicious Conſequence are done to a Nation, and 


| perſiſted in, and no competent Redreſs can be ob- 


tained ; it becomes then, both neceſſary for parti- 
cular Societies, and beneficial to. humane Society: 
in general, that invaded Rights be vigorouſly aſſert- 


ed by the only Way left. When the Sword is 


drawn for Juſtice alone, and ever ready to be 


| ſheathed as ſoon as that is granted; then Heaven 


may be appealed to, with hopes of a favourable 


ſentence coming forth from his preſence, whoſe e "Jes 
behold the thing that is equal. * But if the Aſſertors 


of a righteous Cauſe be in other reſpects a ſinful 
People, it is evidently juſt for God, who hath the 
Cognizance of both theſe things, to regard which- 
ſoever of them infinite Wiſdom ſhall direct; and 

make 


| 2 Pal, xvii. 2. 
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make even the injurious Party the rod of his anger, 


and the ſtaff in the day of his indignation, to cor- 


rect or deſtroy, if their Wickedneſs deſerve it, ſuch 
Nations, as though right in their Diſputes with 
their Enemies, are wrong at the ſame time in Mat- 


ters more important. And how little Terror ſo- 


ever our Enemies might give us at firſt ; yet now 
we mult be ſenſible, that we know not in the 
| leaſt, how ſoon and how formidably they may in- 


_ creaſe: but this we know certainly, that here is no 


reſtraint to the Lord, to puniſh as well as fo ſave by 
Many, or by Few.\| Times of War therefore add 
a peculiar Strength to thoſe Admonitions, which 

Reaſon and Scripture give us at all times, to conſi- 
der what our State is with regard to Him, h doth 


according to his Will in the Army of Heaven, and 
among the Inhabitants of the Earth. Let us then 


all conſider now, whether we have ground of Hope 


or of Fear from that awful Declaration of the Pro- 


phet, which you have heard read. 


The Lord is with you, while ye be with 1 To 
be with God, is to preſerve in our Minds a reverent 


Senſe of his Being, Preſence and Government; 
to keep cloſe to his Laws, and ſtand on his Side 
againſt the oppoſite Power of Darkneſs and Sin. 
Let us then think, if there be need of Thought to 
anſwer ; How is the Reverence due to the Supreme 
Being preſerved among us? Have we not Perſons, 
who even ridicule the Notion of a wiſe and good 
Maker of all Things? Have we not. thoſe, who 

3 if 
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if they do admit a Creator, do not admit a Moral 
Governor of the World ; or at leaſt repreſent him 
ſo very defective in his Adminiſtration of it, as fi- 
nally to let bad Perſons be Gainers by their Wick- 
edneſs, and good Perſons Loſers by their Virtue : 
Rejecting with mirthful Scorn, what hath ever 
been the Hope and Support of wiſe and good Men, 
the Belief of that future State, in which the viſi- 
ble Irregularities of the preſent ſhall be rectified. 
Have we not alſo too many, who, profeſſing per- 
haps to believe in Natural Religion, yet ſpeak of 
Chriſtianity, the great Means by which it is both 
ſupported and perfected, not only as a Falſhood, 
but an Impoſſibility: Blaſpheming that worthy 
Name, by which we are called,* and diſdaining 
to receive from God himſelf any other Rules, either 
of Faith or Life, than ſuch as their own Reaſon, 
direted by their own Fancy, ſhall preſcribe to 
them. And let us ſuppoſe, if we can, that the 
Number of ſuch as go theſe Lengths deliberately, 
is upon the whole but ſmall: Yet what ſhall we 
fay of the inconſiderately guilty? Are there not 
M ultitudes of all Degrees, who ſeem never once 


to have aſked themſelves, whether they believe in 


God or not; or if they do, whether any Regard 
is due to him or none: who ſlight Religion bold- 
ly, without imagining they have ever examined it: 
who are perſuaded of its Truth perhaps, ſo far as 
they have any Perſuaſion about the Matter; but 

have no Notion, that they are to regulate their 


Conduct 
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Conduct by it: who poſſibly do not quite approve 
of profane Perſons, but are aſtoniſhed at pious 
ones; and by their Indulgence to the former, and 
their very great Proneneſs to deſpiſe the latter, plain- 
ly ſhew, whether they perceive it themſelves or 


not, which Party they are on the Road to 
join. 


We have indeed many ſtill, who frequent Di- 
vine Worſhip: but how many of all Ranks, and 
of that Rank particularly, which ought to be an 


Example, and will be one either of Good or Bad; 
how many that omit this Duty entirely or near it; 
and though it be an evident Part of the Law of 
Nature, and an expreſs Precept of Chriſtianity, 


7 


can yet talk, not only of their own neglecting it, 


with much Gaiety and Humour, but of other Per- 
ſons attending upon it, as Matter of Conſcience, 


with much Raillery. And ſuch an Aſcendant hath 
this contemptuous kind of Impiety got, that 


there are many Perſons, who ſincerely honour 


their Maker in their Hearts, but dare not for fear 


of Derifion ſhew it in their Behaviour. Let it be 


thought of a little, what the Appearance and Con- 


ſtruction of theſe Things is: and let thoſe who 
are qualified for it, judge; Is not this the one Na- 
tion upon Earth, in which Regard to God is taught 
in the greateſt Purity, and treated with the greateſt 
Contempt? 

But a worſe Symptom yet is, that whilſt Irreli- 
gious Perſons are active in the Cauſe of Infidelity ; 
ſome of them with ſo {elf-denying a Bigottry, as 


to 
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to teach it their Servants, their very Wives and 
Children : the Generality of ſuch, as think them- 


ſelves very competently Religious Perſons, ſcarce 


appear to have any practical Impreſſions at all made 


on them by thoſe Truths, which they acknow- 


ledge for the Law of their Lives. They forget, it 
may be feared, almoſt entirely, the Exerciſe of 


private Piety; and behave in regard to publick De- 


votion with a Negligence, which they would think 
highly indecent towards their earthly Superiors: 
allow themſelves in ſuch Levity of Speech on the 
moſt ſerious Subjects, as would ſcarce be juſtifiable 
in ſome of the moſt trifling ones; form their Con- 
duct avowedly on Principles, that have no Tincture 
in them of the Faith they profeſs; and in effect 
declare themſelves to think of nothing but this 
World, whilſt yet they are really perſuaded of 
another to come. To this it muſt be added, that 


very many, who not only believe, but are influ- 
enced by their Belief in other Reſpects, inſtead of 
confeſſing their Lord and Maſter before Men, as he 
hath moſt ſolemnly commanded them“, are ſilent 


and indifferent, whilſt he is denied, or diſregarded 
ever ſo much; and ſeem aſhamed of a Cauſe they 


ougght to glory in: by which means they give bad 


Perſons a Colour for pretending, that few or none 


are Chriſtians in earneſt; and take away from ſuch 


as are well-diſpoſed, the Encouragement of ſeeing 
how a great a Number yet remains. For, God 
be thanked, they are ſtill no ſmall Number, who 


continue 
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continue after all bearing Teſtimony to the Goſpel 


of Chriſt. But of how many Sins againſt it, not 
a few even of theſe are guilty at the ſame Time, by 
deviating from the Form of ſound Words,* by un- 
warrantable Diviſions, and uncharitable Animoſi- 
ties; it is a great deal better that they ſhould conſi- 
der, than that others ſhould fay : only thus much 
cannot but be ſaid, that theſe Things add a poom- 
liar Gloom to the View we are taking. 

Religion, it muſt be owned, hath never been 


practiſed any where, as it ought. But have not 


both the Practice and Profeſſion of it decayed moſt 
remarkably, in this Nation, within the Compaſs 
of but a few Years? Is not the Proſpect before us, 
that of its declining yet much lower in the Gene- 


ration that is coming on? And what do we ima- 


gine this will end in? If God is, it muſt be a Mat- 
ter of ill Deſert, either wilfully or thoughtleſly to 
treat Him, as if He were not. If he hath given 
a Revelation of his Will to Mankind, it cannot be 
innocent to neglect it, as if he had given none. 
And if he 1s the righteous Governor of the World, 


He will ſupport his Government by puniſhing 


where Guilt appears. If the Guilt be National, it 


muſt be expected the Puniſhment will be fo too. 


And tho' it were not, yet amidſt the innumerable 


Connexions of Things, one Part of a Society can- 
not ſuffer, but the whole muſt partake, 5 
What Judgments in particular God will execute 
at any time on impious Nations, we cannot ſay. 
B All 
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All Nature is in his Power: and they who offend, 


have every Thing to fear. But one ſure Method 


of Correction, a very merciful Method, as the 
lower Degrees of it give warning of the higher, 
but a dreadful one indeed, if that Warning be not 
taken, is by appointing the natural Conſequences 


of every Sin to be Part of its Reward. The Con- 


ſequences of Irreligion then what are they, and 
what muſt they be, on every Community? True 
Piety cannot induce Men to injure their Country; 
and comprehends peculiar Inducements to ſerve it, 
of the greateſt Force. For my Brethren and Com- 


panions Sakes, I will wiſh thee Proſperity : Yea, be- 
cauſe of the Houſe of the Lord our God, Iwill ſeek 
70 do thee Good.æx But in Times of publick Dan- 


ger eſpecially, Belief of Religion gives a Spirit, 
and Defence of Religion a Motive for exerting it, 


which Conſiderations of a lower Nature will never 


equal. For what is there that can equal the Ex- 
hortation, Be of good Courage, and let us behave 


ourſelves valiantly for our People and for the Cities of 


our God: and let the Lord do that which is good in his 
Srght.+ Fear not, neither be diſmayed: for the 
Battle is not yours, but God's. . Whereas if ſome 
through Infidelity have no Hope in him, and o- 
thers through Wickedneſs have only Fear of him, 


ſo far as theſe Ways of thinking can influence, 
all Hands will be feeble, and every Heart will 


melt. 
But 


Pfalm cxxii. 8, 9. Þ 1 Chron, xix. 13. 4 2 Chron, xx. 15. 
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But, indeed, the Belicf of a juſt and good Be- 


ing, who ſees and will reward, is at all Times the 
great Support under the Sufferings of Life, the 
great Incitement to every Thing worthy, the great 
Reſtraint from every Thing baſe. Humane Weak- 
neſs evidently wants theſe Things: and there is no- 


= thing elſe, that can always furniſh them. The 


virtuous Dictates of their own Minds will have 
little Influence comparatively on moſt Men, when 
they are conſidered no longer as the Voice of God 


Il 


ſpeaking inwardly to them. And the Penalties of 


humane Laws, without thoſe of the divine Law 


ſuperadded, will often be evaded, and not ſeldom 


deſperately braved, For if once Men think there 


is nothing beyond Death, they will ſoon come to 


think there is nothing in it, which ought to with- 


hold them from preferring a ſhort Life ſpent as 
they like, to a long one ſpent otherwiſe. Feeling 
themſelves free from the Terrors of Religion, they 


will fly out into Profligateneſs, merely to ſhew 


they are free: And it will be Encouragement 
enough to them, to purſue every Appetite, Paſſion, 
and Fancy, without Reſerve; that whatever In- 


conveniencies may happen to ariſe from it, one 


Moment can deliver them from all at once, when- 
ever they pleaſe. How then will they act in the 
numberleſs Caſes, to which the Power of the Ma- 
giſtrate either cannot or is not likely to reach at all, 
or can have its Effect but imperfectly at beſt? How, 
for Inſtance, will the Properties and even the Lives 
of Men be ſecured, when Perjury is no longer 


B 2 . dreaded ? 
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dreaded? A Conſideration of peculiar Weight in 
this Country: where with amazing Inconſiſtence 


we are multiplying Oaths, as if we could depend 


upon them for every Thing; and lighting the 
Care of Religion, which alone can give us Cauſe 
to depend on them for any Thing. But in gene- 


ral, What or Whom can we poſſibly hope Mankind 
will regard, to any conſtant good Purpoſe, if they 
will not regard God: And how can we pretend to 
regard him, whilſt we go on as we do? Nor let it 
be thought, that the Belief of a future Recom- 
pence is neceſſary to the lower Part of the World 


alone: though if it were, they will never preſerve 


it long, when they ſee their Superiors have it not. 


But the higher Men's Station and the greater their 


Power is, the more is the Importance, both to o- 
thers and themſelves, that they be ſtrongly influ- 


enced to do Good and not Evil, by this only Mo- 


tive that can never be outweighed. 
It is very true, neither Irreligious Perſons are al- 


ways ſo bad, nor Religious ones always fo good, 
as their Notions lead them to be: But ſtill every 


Way of thinking produces, more or leſs, its natu- 


ral Effects. The deeper Root Religion takes, the 


more Benefit will ſpring from it : and the wider Ir- 


religion ſpreads, the more Miſchief it will bring 


forth. At preſent it muſt endeavour to appear as 
harmleſs as it can, to recommend itſelf : and ſome 
Degree of the good old Impreſſions will remain, 
and have Influence for a time, even on thoſe who 
have done their beſt to wear them out. But when 

Profane- 
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Profaneneſs ſhall once have attained its Maturity, 
then it will be felt, if Men are reſolved not to ſee 
it before, Which were in the right : the weak and 


credulous Creatures, who contended for honouring 
God; or the Perfons of ſuperior Knowledge and 


Freedom of Thought, who ſcorned and forſook | 
him. 

But we muſt remember, our r Maker i iS forſaken, 
when Virtue, the Law He hath given to Mankind, 


/ 


is tranſgreſſed; as well as when his Worſhip is de- 


ſerted, or his Being denied. Let it then be a ſe- 


cond Article of Fs What our Condition is in 


this reſpect. 
The Conſequence appears a a very plain one, that 


when Religion decays, Morals muſt, However 


let us look into Fact. In ſpeaking of Virtues and 
Vices relating to the Publick, no Matters of Con- 
troverſy ought ſo much as to be hinted at in this 


Place: a Place to be kept ſacredly ſeparate from 


the Conteſts of Parties; and only employed, when 
Occaſion requires, to call on every Party alike, as 


in the Name of God, to conſider their Doings. 


Where Diviſions and mutual Accuſations run ſo 


dreadfully high, there muſt be great Faults on one 


fide or other; tis well, if not on all. And all 
ſhould conſider very ſeriouſly, what they are aiming 


at, and by what Means; what they are riſquing, 


and to what good End. But That above the reſt 


ſhould be conſidered, which it may be feared 1s 


often thought of leaſt, what muſt become, whilſt 
each Sid 1 is ng itſelf ” the Methods too 
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common, what muſt become of the Virtue and In- 
tegrity of this People, the moſt important Part of 
all they have to be concerned for. Every other ſort 
of Loſs Nations have often recover'd, and riſen 


again from the loweſt Ebb: but Loſs of Probity 


and Principle, this affects the Vitals of Society: 


and whatever accidental Advantages may ſeem to 


ariſe from it in any Caſe for a time; if the Diſtem- 


per grows, and 'tis the hardeſt in the World to 
ſtop, its Concluſion muſt be fatal. And let it not 


be objected, that Countries of very little Virtue and 
publick Spirit have flouriſhed notwithſtanding. 
For how have they flouriſhed ? In a State of Free- 
dom? No. Outward Proſperity hath been joined 
with domeſtick Oppreſſion: or if Intervals of Eaſe 
have been felt; they have always been precarious, 
and generally ſhort. 


Impartial Reflexions on theſe Matters will ſhew 


us very clearly the Guilt and the Danger of our 


Sins with reſpect to the Publick. But we ſhall fee 
both in a yet ſtronger Light, if we reflect farther, 
How very little Zeal we expreſs, in the midſt of 


all our Vehemence about diſputed Points, for the 


Promotion of Things indiſputably right. Propo- 
fals for Reformation are treated in the groſs, as 


mere Chimeras: mighty little Harm apprehended 
from the moſt flagrant Immoralities, but dreadful 


ill Conſequences to Liberty from reſtraining them: 
/ Laws treated with Contempt by thoſe who ſhould 


obey them, and this connived at by thoſe who 
ſhould execute them ; till every one complaining 


2 immode- 
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immoderately of others, for what no one will 


Himſelf contribute to amend. 
But indeed publick Virtue, tek it were ge- 
nuine, will never be conſiſtent and univerſal, while 


private Vices are indulged. And to what a deplo- 


rable Degree theſe abound amongſt us,, needs not 
be ſaid, how much ſoever it needs to be thought 
of, The Intemperance, the promiſcuous Lewd- 
neſs, the want of Induſtry and Frugality, the Diſ- 
regard to Authority and Order, the Profligateneſs 


of all kinds, that hath overſpread in a moſt un- 


common manner the lower Part of the People, 
every body ſees. And would but ſome of higher 


Condition reflect, how much they have ſunk 


' themſelves to a Level with their Inferiors, in ſome 
of the worſt of their Qualities; and indeed contri- 
buted to make many of them ſo bad as they are, 
and themſelves deſpiſed by them at the fame time; 


it might be hoped the Conſideration would be uſe- 


ful. But not to ſay more of theſe. The Faults of 
too many, who are accounted, and are in com- 
pariſon, decent and regular Perſons ; their impro- 
vident Expenſiveneſs, pernicious many ways; their 


Living to Amuſements and Pleaſures only, and 


overlooking the moſt ſerious Obligations of Life; 
forgetting the Inſpection of their own Conduct, 
their Families and Affairs; neglecting their very 
| Children, at leaſt in the important Point of their 


| —T "Religion and Morals : "Theſe are ſad Inſtances of 


Eo) Guilt, and make a great Addition to the 
national Danger, 
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But when to the above-mentioned Epidemical 
Sins, every one hath added, after examining him- 


{elf faithfully, the ſeparate Tranſgreſſions of his 


own Life, and the inward Plague, which he hath 
permitted to infect his own Heart ;* unknown 
perhaps to Men, but naked and open to Him with 


ohom we have to do :F then we ſhall have no doubt 


left, whether the total Amount be not abundant- 
ly ſufficient, to juſtify Heaven in whatever Judg- 
ments it may inflict on Us and our Country. And 
if, for Inſtance, by our Contempt of true Religi- 
on we ſhould open a Way for Popiſh Superſtition 
to overſpread us, after a ſhort preparatory Reign of 
atheiſtical Diſſoluteneſs; if our Abuſes on all hands of 


the Bleſſings of a Free Government ſhould intro- 


duce upon us a Slavery of our own creating; if 
the ſinful Exceſſes we have ſuffer d Wealth and 
Plenty to lead us into, ſhould bring on us, as they 
naturally do, Poverty and Diſtreſs; and our Do- 
meſtick Enmities deliver us up to our common Ad- 
verſary ; who ſhall have pity upon thee, O Feruſa- 
lem, or who ſhall bemoan thee ; or who ſhall go aſide 


70 afe of thy Peace? 7 


The common ou EE to all Repreſentations of 
this Sort, is, That the World hath always been 
bad; and en we have no peculiar Reaſon to 


fear. But if it hath been always a Place of Wick- 


edneſs, it hath always been a Place of Miſery too, 
by Means of that Wickedneſs. Continual Efforts 


have 
1 Kings vill. 38. + Heb. iv. 13. f fer. xv. f. 
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have been ever neceſſary to keep both from in- 


crealing. And if we, whom God hath treated 


with ſuch diſtinguiſhing Mercy, will not uſe theſe 
Efforts, but abandon ourſelves to Sin; as He doth 


. think fit to make ſome Examples of his juſtice 
from time to time, what fitter Example he can ; 


make, is hard to ſay. 
Perſons however will flatter anke that 
theſe, at the worſt, are Dangers of very diſtant 


Times. And every ſingle Sinner, in the World 
flatters himſelf in juſt the ſame Manner. Yet the 
Conſequences of their Sins do overtake Men, and 
may overtake Nations too, with ſurprizing Sud- 
denneſs. And the Sentence recorded in Scripture 


is perfectly juſt: They of the Houſe of Iſrael ſay, 
The Viſion that he ſeeth is for many Days to come; 
and he propheſieth of Times that are far off. Theres 


fore ſhall none of my Words be prolonged any more: 
but the Word which I have ſpoken ſhall be done, ſaith 


the Lord God.“ And they ſhall know, that J am the 
Lord; and have not ſaid in vain, that I would da 
this Evil unto them. f. 


Other Perſons there are, who acknowledge the 
Proſpect to be bad, and Evil perhaps impending : 


But the only wiſe Part in their Opinion is, to let 
Matters go as they will, and enjoy themſelves as 
long as they can : Why ſhould they be uneaſy be- 
fore the time comes? Now if it were certain, that 
nothing « could do good, this might be reaſonable in 


C aa warld- 


8 Ezek. xii. 27, 28. Fs Ezek. vi. 10. 
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a worldly View of things: but where every one 
may contribute, both by amending himſelf and 
awakening others, to prevent Ruin ; there to be 
indolent, is as contrary to Humanity, as it is to 
Religion. And therefore the Word of God hath 
taken ſevere notice of it, as a great Crime. Ze 
have ſeen the Breaches of the City of David, that 
they are many:—And in that Day did the Lord 
God , Hoſts call to weeping, and to mourning, and 
to girding with Sack-cloth : and behold Foy and Glad- 
neſs, eating Fleſh and drinking Wine: Let us eat 


and drink, for to morrow we die. And it was reveal- 


ed in mine Ears by the Lord of Hoſts: Surely this 
Iniquity ſhall not be ee. from you, till ye die, 
faith the Lord God of Hoſts.* 


But even they who are concerned for the Pub- 


lick, may yet expreſs that Concern in a very faulty 
Way. Many ſeem to think they have fully done 


their Duty, as ſoon as they have been angry at 


thoſe, whom they apprehend to have any way 


occaſioned what is amiſs: angry perhaps at the 
wrong Perſons, perhaps in a wrong Manner ; ſuch 
as only tends to increaſe Guilt, and haſten Mi- | 
chief. 


Ihe firſt Complaint, generally ſpeaking, is of 


' thoſe in Authority. And undoubtedly the People 


have a Right to complain, whenever the common 
Concern is adminiſtred ill. But then it ſhould be 


conſidered, that we may through Ignorance or 
Pre- 


I. wii. 9, 12 13, 14. 


* 
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Prejudice expect from Authority, either what it 
cannot do, or what is not fit to be done: we may 


expect more than 1s reaſonable to expect from Men 


like ourſelves, though it be fit: and even ſuppo- 
ſing them very much to blame, we may conduct 
ourſelves upon it ſo as to be equally or yet more to 


blame. Want of Reverence to Laws and Superi- 


ors is one of our great Evils: and all Oppoſition 
to whatever is thought wrong, ſhould be accompa- 
nied with the ſtricteſt Care not to increaſe this 
Evil, But our Duty requires us peculiarly to be- 
ware of raiſing Domeſtick Uneaſinefles too high, 
when a foreign Enemy may take Advantage of 
them: and at all Times it requires us, to preſerve 
moſt religiouſly the Loyalty and Honour due to 
the ſupreme Power: eſpecially. now, when our 


preſent Eſtabliſhment is our only humane Hope 


of having all that is valuable to us ſecured to our- 
ſelves, and tranſmitted to our Poſterity. 


Next to the Rulers of a Nation, its Inſtructors are 


uſually the great Object of Cenſure: and we ac- 
knowledge there is Cauſe. We have not been ſo 
ſerious and religious, ſo zealous and diligent, ſo 
diſintereſted and humble, ſo mild and charitable, 
as we ought. The Publick muſt have ſuffer'd by 
this: we have ſuffer'd by it ourſelves: and unleſs 


we repent, we have ground to expect a yet fuller 
Execution, than we have experienced already, of 


what Heaven inflicted on our Predeceſſors in the 
Fewiſh Nation: Therefore have J alſʒ made you con- 
temptible and baſe before all the People, according as 

C2 ye 
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ye have not kept my Ways* Yet we cannot but 
hope, that a very conſiderable Part of the Accuſa- 
tions brought againſt us, would appear upon En- 
quiry to be without foundation. But however 
that be, we muſt remind you, that Our Faults will 


be no Excuſe for Your Tranſgreſſions: and we 
_ earneſtly beg, that they who complain we do not 


the Good we ought, would at leaſt not hinder, but 
give us Opportunity, and aſſiſt us rather, to do both 
Others and Themſelves the Good we Would. 

But even they, who proceed from Complaints 
to Endeavours of amending things, will fail un- 
happily of their End, if they truſt to worldly Me- 
thods alone, and leave Religion and Virtue, the 
great Support and Cement of humane Society, out 
of their Schemes. This will be merely palliating 


for a little while, and doing what the Scripture, in 
perfect Conformity with plain Reaſon, hath long 


ago condemned, as doing nothing. They - have 
healed the Hurt of the Daughter of my People flight- 
ly; ſaying, Peace, Peace, when there is no Peace.F 
There is no Peace, ſaith my God, to the Wicked. || 
But the Vanity of ſuch Attempts is expoſed yet 
more ſtrongly in the Prophet Eze#ze/: Becauſe they 
have ſeduced my People, ſaying, Peace, and there 
Was no Peace; and one built up a Wall, and others 
daubed it with untemper'd Morter : Therefore thus 


ſaith the Lord God, I will rend it with a flormy 


Wind, and bring it down to the Ground, /o that the 
Foun 
. Mal. ii. 9. I Jer. vi. 14. || Ifa. Ivii. 21. 
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Foundations thereof” ſhall be diſcover'd : and it ſhall 
fall, and ye ſhall be conſumed in the midſt thereof, 


and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord.* Indeed eve- 
ry Page of the prophetical Writings recommends 


itſelf greatly to thinking Perſons, by the moſt for- 
cible and convincing Expreſſions of the utter Inef- 
ficacy of every Expedient for publick Good, that 


is not accompanied with true Virtue and true 


Piety. 


Theſe therefore it is our moſt important Intereſt 


to reſtore and promote: to repreſent with Earneſt- 
neſs, and yet with Mildneſs, to ſuch as are defici- 
ent in either, how wrong in itſelf, and how hurt- 


ful to the World, their Conduct is; and to be zea- 
lous in doing our own Duty, whether They will 
attend to theirs or not: Perſons of Rank and In- 
fluence, by ſetting an Example worthy of Imitati- 
on, and ſhewing different Regards to the Good and 


the Bad; Perſons intruſted with publick Power, by 


behaving in their ſeveral Stations uprightly ; Parents 


and Maſters, by the prudent Exerciſe of their pri- 


vate Authority; and every one, at leaſt by reform- 
ing Himſelf. This, if it do nothing farther, will 


be ſecuring his own Happineſs: and the more ſin- 


gle Reformations there are, the nearer will be our 
Approach to an Univerſal one. We are called in- 


deed perpetually to Repentance : but the preſent 
National Call, if it be not hearken'd to, will much 
aggravate the Guilt, not only of the profane De- 


„ Ezek, xiii. I Omnl4. 
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ſpiſers of it, but of thoſe alſo, whoſe Compliance 
with it is merely external; who dare to approach the 
Searcher of Hearts, and mock him by ſaying to 


him, without Sincerity, ſuch Things as we have 
joined i in ſaying this Day. 


On the Times appointed for Confeſſion of Sins, 


it hath always been a Rule, as the Word of God 


plainly ſhews, for Perſons to abſtain in a conſider- 
able Degree from their uſual Food: not as think- 
ing it a Duty of any Value in itſelf, for that were 


a ſuperſtitious Imagination ; and nothing can be 
more expreſs againſt every Superſtition, than Scrip- 


ture is: but partly to make an Acknowledgment 
of more than ordinary Solemnity, by their Acti- 
ons as well as Words, of their Unworthineſs to 


partake of the common Bleſſings of Heaven ; and 
chiefly, to ſpend thoſe Hours in Humility of Spi- 


rit, and cool Reflexion for their future Good, 


which they have ſpent too frequently in dangerous 


Levities, or ſinful Indulgences. Tis not then the 
Abſtinence, it 1s not the outward Humiliation, nor 


even the real Seriouſneſs of a Day, which God re- 
quires of us; but that theſe Things be made ſub- 
ſervient to our laſting Benefit: that preſerving on 


our Minds the Impreſſion of what we have faid 
and heard here, we go Home and retire into our- 


ſelves; think over our ſeveral Duties, publick and 
private, with reſpect to our Maker, our Fellow-crea- 
tures,and the Regulation of our own Hearts; and after 
renewing our Applications for Pardon and Grace, ſet 


right, 
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right, without Delay, whatever hath been wrong: 
that we form Reſolutions to think often of our 
own Conduct, to follow ſteddily the moſt effectu- 
al Methods for preſerving it ſuch as we ought, and 


not to ſuffer the Opinions and Cuſtoms of an in- 


conſiderate World, to wear out of our Minds the 
Regard we owe to the Author and End of our Be- 
ings. | 

But beſides theſe Obligations, there is yet ano- 
ther, which particularly deſerves our Attention at 


this Time; that when we aſk Mercy of God, we 
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ſhew it to Man. And accordingly the Scripture wy 


joins cloſely together Faſting and giving Alms 


which therefore we ſhould join too, each accord- 
ing to his Ability: but always remembring, that 
no one Part of our Duty whatever will be accept- 


ed as an Equivalent for tranſgreſſing any other; 


but we muſt beak off our Sins by Righteouſneſs, as 


well as our Iniquities by ſhewing Mercy to the Poor, * 


if ever we expect that our Charity ſhould avail to- 
wards procuring our Pardon. 


And now would we but employ the preſent 


Solemnity, in determining conſcientiouſly to practiſe 
theſe Things: beſides the good Fruits, it could not 


fail to produce in each of us ſingly; we might 
hope, on very juſt Grounds, to experience na- 
tionally the ſame happy Effects of it, which we 
read the Jews did, from making the ſame Deter- 
mination, upon hearing the Admonition of the 


Text, 


* Dan. iv. 27. 
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Text. They gathered themſelves together, and they 
entred into a Covenant to ſeek the Lord God of their 
Fathers. And they fiware unto him with a bud 
Voice: And all Fudah rejoiced at the Oath, For 
they had ſworn with all their Heart, and ſought him 
with their whole Deſire, and he was found of them: 
And the Lord gave them Reſt round about. 


* 2 Chron. xv. 10, 12, 14, 15. 
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